
Car exhaust can aggravate asthma and 
decrease lung function – especially in 
kids.

DID YOU KNOW?

Extended idling produces greenhouse 
gas emissions that go into the air.

DID YOU KNOW?

Idling engines diminish the quality of 
life in our community by causing  air 
pollution, noise, and odor.

DID YOU KNOW?

Turning off your engine after two minutes 
of idling actually saves gas and cuts 
down on emissions.

DID YOU KNOW?

Instructions: Print double-sided.



cityofpaloalto.org/IdleFree

LEARN MORE
The City of Palo Alto has passed an anti-idling ordinance requiring 
drivers to shut off their engines after two or three minutes if they are 
not in active traffic. Enforcement of the ordinance is centered on 
community education and the health and environmental impacts 
caused by vehicle idling. Pollution from engine emissions can worsen 
pulmonary diseases, including asthma, lung cancer, bronchitis, acute 
respiratory infections, and emphysema.
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LEARN MORE
The City of Palo Alto has passed an anti-idling ordinance requiring drivers 
to shut off their engines after two or three minutes if they are not in 
active traffic. Enforcement of the ordinance is centered on community 
education and the health and environmental impacts caused by vehicle 
idling. The City of Palo Alto has set a goal of cutting greenhouse gas 
emission by 80% by 2030 from a baseline set in 1990. We are more than 
halfway there, and reducing unnecessary idling will help to meet this 
emissions reduction goal.
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LEARN MORE
The City of Palo Alto has passed an anti-idling ordinance requir-
ing drivers to shut off their engines after two or three minutes 
if they are not in active traffic. Enforcement of the ordinance is 
centered on community education and the health and environ-
mental impacts caused by vehicle idling. While technology has 
made newer internal combustion engines less polluting, older 
cars and extended idling still add to harmful particulates in the 
air.
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LEARN MORE The City of Palo Alto has passed an anti-idling ordinance requir-
ing drivers to shut off their engines after two or three minutes 
if they are not in active traffic. Enforcement of the ordinance is 
centered on community education and the health and environ-
mental impacts caused by vehicle idling. So, if you’re just wait-
ing with the car running and not in traffic, turn off your engine. 
Spread the word!


